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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 April 2010 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-3.5.12 and 15-30 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 4.6-1 1.13 and 14 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-3.5.12 and 15-30 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 14 April 2008 is/are: a0 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1,19,27 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Referring to claim 1 and 19 . Claim 1 recites the limitations "either one of the 
abutment means or the receiving means being moveable to cause a collapsing force to 
be exerted on a selected blister," in line 6. It is unclear as how the receiving mean 
characterized by the members (10 and 26) are moveable to cause a collapsing force to 
be exerted on the selected blister. It is generally understood and broadly construed that 
the collapsing force is exerted only by the abutment means (plunger 30) of the applicant 
and the receiving means (10 and 26) only serve to hold the selected blister in registry 
with the abutment means (30). Similarly see claim 19. Appropriate action is required. 

Referring to claim 27 . Claim 27 recites the limitations "conducting" on line 3. It is 
generally understood and broadly construed to mean "collecting." Appropriate action is 
required. 
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Referring to claim 29 . Claim 29 recites the limitations "the biasing means" on line 
3. It is unclear as to which biasing means the applicant is referring to, the biasing 
means as recited in claim 19 line 8 or the further biasing means as recited in claim 19 
line 15. Appropriate action is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3,5,12 and 15-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Honan (US 5,348,158) in view of Paulos (US 5,302,048). 

Referring to claims 1 and 19 . Honan discloses an apparatus for releasing tablets 
from a blister pack (Figure 1 ) having a plurality of tablets contained in corresponding 
blisters, the apparatus comprising abutment means (including 30-33 Figure 7), receiving 
means (including 1 3 and 1 2; Figure 1 ) for receiving a blister pack with any selected one 
of a plurality of blisters of the pack in registry with the abutment means (including 30-33 
Figure 7; see Figure 6), the receiving means (including 13 and 12; Figure 1) comprising 
a pair of opposed jaws (member 13 and 12), the jaws being moveable relative to one 
another (see Figure 1 and 2), either one of the abutment means (32) and the receiving 
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means (including 13 and 12) being moveable (in this instance the abutment means 
referring to members 30-33; Figure 7) to cause a collapsing force to be exerted on a 
selected blister (15;Figure 6) thereby to release a tablet (16) from the blister (15), 

wherein the apparatus includes biasing means (22) integrally formed with a jaw 
(member 12 and 13) for urging the receiving means into engagement with the blister 
pack (see triangular members engaged with the blister pack 14; Figure 6), and the 
receiving means (including 13 and 12; Figure 1) is so arranged that said engagement 
releasably retains, and locates, the blister pack in position (by circumferential ridges of 
member 13; see Figure 1) relative to the abutment means (including 30-33 Figure 7) 
prior to the release of the tablet (16), and wherein the biasing means (22) comprises a 
resiliently flexible substantially U-shaped connecting arm (see close up of member 22; 
Figure 4) that is operable to bias the jaws (member 13 and 12) into a neutral position 
(as in Figure 4), in which they are spaced apart so as to be able to receive a blister pack 
allowing a user to move the jaws ( member 1 2 and 1 3) against the action of the biasing 
means (22) by inserting a blister pack (15) into the space between the jaws (member 12 
and 13) 

wherein the abutment means (30-33) comprises a plunger (30-32) moveably 
mounted on a jaw (1 2) of the receiving means (12 and 1 3), and 

wherein the apparatus includes a further biasing means (33) which acts between 
the plunger (portion 30; Figure 6) and the jaw (12) in which it is mounted so as to urge 
the plunger (30-32) away from the other jaw (13). 
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Honan discloses the biasing means as being a spring; Honan does not 
specifically disclose the biasing means as comprising a resiliently compressible sleeve 
around the plunger. 

Paulos discloses an apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the movement of piston (40) is 
biased by a resiliently compressible sleeve (72 and 74) which extends around the 
plunger (82). The resiliently compressible sleeve (72 and 74) serves as a biasing spring 
to retain the position of the plunger at a specific location as the plunger cycles though 
the compressions. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the teachings of Honan to have included a 
resiliently compressible sleeve as the biasing agent for the movement of the plunger as 
taught by Paulos because the resiliently compressible material would not deform upon 
repeated use thus providing a user smoother operation of the apparatus. 

Referring to claims 2,20 . Honan discloses an apparatus wherein the abutment 
means (including 30-33 Figure 7) is moveable towards a blister of a pack retained in the 
receiving means (member 13 and 12). 



Referring to claims 3,21 . Honan discloses an apparatus wherein the receiving 
means (member 13 and 12) is arranged to receive a blister pack so that the selected 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/531 ,1 38 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3651 

blister faces the abutment means (including 30-33 Figure 7), the latter being operable to 
exert said collapsing force by directly engaging the blister (Figure 6). 

Referring to claims 5 and 22 . Honan discloses an apparatus wherein one of the 
jaws (12; Figure 6) is so shaped as to locate a selected blister in registry with the 
abutment means (including 30-33 Figure 7), and has a recess of a complimentary 
shape to that of a blister (see blister resting in Figure 6). 

Referring to claims 7,23 . Honan discloses an apparatus wherein the biasing 
means (22) is integrally formed with a jaw (12 and 13). 

Referring to claims 8.24.25 and 30 . Honan discloses an apparatus wherein the 
biasing means (22) comprises a resiliently flexible connecting arm (see ledge in Figure 
6). U shaped in Figure 4. 

Referring to claim 12 . Honan discloses an apparatus wherein the apparatus 
includes a further biasing means (33; Figure 7) which acts between the plunger (31 and 
32) and the jaw (12) in which it is mounted so as to urge the plunger away from the 
other jaw (13; Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 15 . Honan discloses an apparatus wherein the apparatus 
includes a base (35; Figure 5) for supporting the jaws (12 and 13) on a supporting 
surface, the base (35) including an opening (opening 37) and a chute (passage 20) for 
conducting a tablet released from a blister pack to the opening. 
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Referring to claim 16 . Honan discloses an apparatus wherein the plunger (31 
and 32) has a head (30), to be pressed by the user, which is considerably larger than a 
blister (Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 26 . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have modified the teachings of Honan in view 
of Paulos to have included the spring coefficient of the resiliently compressible sleeve to 
be such that a small child can not use the apparatus because it would provide child 
safety. 

Referring to claim 27 . Honan discloses an apparatus wherein a base (35; Figure 
5) for supporting the jaws (1 2 and 1 3) on a supporting surface (such as a table), the 
base (35) including an opening (20) and a chute (thickness of member 20) for collecting 
a tablet released from a blister pack to the opening. 

Referring to claim 28 . Honan discloses an apparatus wherein the plunger has a 
head (30), to be pressed by the user, which is considerably larger than a blister (see 
Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 29 . Honan discloses an apparatus wherein one of the jaws 
(11) of the receiving means includes a camming surface (see triangular projections from 
the bottom surface of member 12; Figure 1) for engagement by a blister on lateral 
movement, to move the jaws apart against the biasing means (22). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claim 14 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Paulos. Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) 
above. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The new grounds of rejections are applied in 
light of Honan in view of Paulos. 

The applicant argues "Honan does not disclose biasing means for urging the 
receiving means into engagement with the blister pack." It is in the view of the Office 
the hinge member (22) of Honan acts as a biasing means to bias the opposing jaws into 
engagement with the blister pack as can be see in the open view of the disclosed 
dispenser in Figure 3 (Honan) and the biased view as shown in Honan view in Figure 6. 
The applicant has not differentiated how the biasing means as disclose in the claimed 
invention is materially different from the way the apparatus of Honan functions, thus 
according to the broad interpretation of the claimed limitations it is understood the hinge 
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member (22) functions as a biasing member to aid in the biasing of the opposing jaws 
(12) and (13) into engagement with the blister pack. 

The applicant further argues "Honan does not disclose biasing means operable 
to bias jaws into a neutral position, in which they are spaced apart so as to be able to 
receive a blister pack." The applicant is directed to Honan's Figure 3 wherein the 
biasing means (22) is used to bias jaws (12 and 13) into a neutral position (open 
position) in which they are spaced apart so as to be able to receive a blister pack (See 
Figure 3). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RAKESH KUMAR whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8314. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Crawford can be reached on (571 ) 272-691 1 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/RAKESH KUMAR/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3651 
/Gene Crawford/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3651 



